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HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 

Minutes 
January 24, 2016 

ASHRAE Winter Conference Orlando 
 

 

Introduction of Members and Visitors: 
Voting Members present 
Ron Vallort, Chair 
Kent Anderson, Vice Chair 
Bruce Flaniken 
Bern Nagengast 
Essam E. Khalil 
John Clark 
Voting Member not Present 
Oswaldo Bueno 
 
Region Historians Present 
Rod Potter, Region II 
Pam Immekus, Region IV 
Bruce Flaniken, Region VIII 
Gary E Grange, Region IX 
 
BOD Ex-Officio: 
Bill McQuade 
Coordinating Officer: 
Chuck Gulledge 
 

Guests: 
David Arnold 
Jeff Haberl 
George Menzies 
Eric Sturm 
Randy Schrecengost, Region VIII past historian 
Branco Todorivic 
Annie Smith 
 
YEA Leadership U: 
Cris Washburn,  
 
Staff present: 
Steve Comstock 
Emily Sigman, Staff liaison 
 

 
Call to Order: 
Mr. Vallort called the meeting to order at 8:30 am. 
 
Review of Agenda: 
Mr. Vallort added Region Historian reports to the agenda. The agenda was reviewed and accepted. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Mrs. Sigman sent the draft minutes of the Historical Committee’s Atlanta conference to the committee 
for review. 
 
Motion 1: It was moved that the minutes of the meeting of June 28, 2015 in Atlanta be approved. 
Dr. Khalil proposed the motion, Mr. Flaniken seconded it. Approval of minutes passed unanimously. 

esigman
Typewritten Text

esigman
Typewritten Text

esigman
Typewritten Text

esigman
Typewritten Text



 

 2 

Subcommittee Reports 
 
Administration Subcommittee Report: 
Chair: Kent Anderson 
 
Mr. Anderson stated that the Historical Committee is a semi-grassroots one, but region historians are 
not voting members so their travel is unpaid. He suggested that appointing region historians as voting 
members after their region term expires might be a good way to keep knowledgeable people on the 
committee. He strongly suggested that Mr. Nagengast be named as a consultant again, instead of 
remaining as a voting member. Mr. Nagengast affirmed his agreement with the suggestion. 
 
Mr. McQuade mentioned that PEC had just had their planning meeting. Mr. McQuade suggested that 
Historical Committee have an increase voting members from seven to nine. To ease the transition the 
terms of some members would be staggered. They are looking at the roster and evaluating how best to 
do that if it is approved. 
 
Mr. Anderson said committee members should always be on the lookout for anyone who would be a 
good choice as a new member. He said he wanted to figure out how to engage region historians in the 
twice yearly Historical Committee meetings. He said it was necessary to be creative on ways to keep 
them involved in the Committee. 
 
Archive Subcommittee Report: Attachment 1 
Chair: Bruce Flaniken 
 
Mr. Flaniken suggested that Chapter Historian focus on the types of chapter documents to maintain in 
his/her Chapter’s Historical Archive. One way to do this is to make a list of archive documents to include 
and suggestions of what to keep. Use the chapter newsletter as a way to distribute information/history. 
 
Mr. Anderson asked if there were guidelines for how long to keep records. For instance, for tax purposes 
records must be kept for about 5-7 years.  
 
General discussion continued on how/where to keep data and documents. Several asked if data and 
documents should be kept at HQ. Discussion included how regional reports should be preserved. Dr. 
Khalil suggested scanning and storing data electronically. He mentioned using students for the scanning 
work but stressed the necessity to involve them in more than the administrative “grunt work.” 
 
Dr Haberl said that his students get excited when they see that processes they are studying today are 
the same or very similar to what was being done a long time ago. He suggested reaching out to student 
branch advisors and making [the scanning of the historical documents] a part of the chapter / branch 
process and business.  
 
Mr. Nagengast stressed how important it is to retain documents going a long ways back. The most 
important to keep are minutes and chapter rosters, but that is only a starting point. Then take other 
materials into consideration. If you look at any history, but in particular Society history, there is a cycle 
of retention and destruction, based on changes in philosophy.   
 
Mr. Anderson mentioned that past chapter presidents can be a good source for guidance in making 
choices in which historical documents to keep. 
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Motion: Mr. Vallort requested that Mr. Flaniken create a way that the Historical Committee can make 
contact with students at CRCs. Get president and webmaster involved. 
 
Mr. McQuade mentioned the new version of the web-based program Basecamp  
 
Mr. Gulledge also talked about the Basecamp rollout. The program/software is to be used for posting 
MBOs, minutes, agenda. 
 
Mr. Potter asked how many seats are in the package. 
 
Awards Subcomittee Report: Attachment Lou Flagg Winner 
Chair: Ron Vallort: 
 
There was general discussion of the Lou Flagg award amongst the committee membership. There were 
four entries submitted, two from 2015, and two from 2016. The four entries were: 
2015: 
Hong Kong 30th Anniversary Book – Thomas Chan, President, ASHRAE Hong Kong Chapter 
The Life and Times of William J. Collins, Jr. in ASHRAE – Dr. Faye McQuiston 
2016: 
Lan Chi Nguyen Weekes Storyboard – Roderic S. Potter 
George Menzies illustrated biography – Roderic S. Potter 
 
Mr. Vallort requested that Mr. Potter provide background on the two histories which he submitted. Mr. 
Potter discussed the storyboard method which he used to tell the story of Lan Chi Nguyen Weekes. He 
also talked about the biography he wrote of Mr. George Menzies.  
 
Mr. Nagengast stated that the Hong Kong 30th history fulfilled all the requirements that the Lou Flagg 
Award is looking for.  
 
Mr. Flaniken discussed the William Collins biography because he had submitted as Region Historian.  
 
After a great deal of discussion, visitors and members who had been somehow involved in the creation 
or submission of any of the histories were asked to leave during the voting process. 
 
After a very close round of votes, the biography of Mr. William Collins was named as the 2016 Lou Flagg 
Award winner. 
 
Communications Subcommittee Report: Attachment 2 
Chair: Bern Nagengast 
 
Mr. Nagengast sent an email letter and a followup to chairs  of all Technical Committees. He received 
eleven responses which are summarized in his report. The suggestions will be good for technical papers 
or presentations. 
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Leadership Recall Subcommittee Report 
Chair: Stan Westhoff 
 
Mr. Nagengast reported on the transcription project. To date, twenty-eight transcriptions have been 
added to the Leadership Recall pages. This includes transcriptions from earlier typed copies. An 
additional 65 – give or take – remain to be transcribed. The multi-pronged project has been undertaken 
by Mr. Nagengast and his daughter. The video or audio is first listened to, then Miss Nagengast types a 
transcript as she listens. She then goes through the typed transcript for errors and typos. Finally, Mr. 
Nagengast provides final edits, technical corrections and spellings to the document. 
 
Discussion followed about how the project has been funded so far – out of the Leadership Recall budget 
– and whether other options for its completion should be considered. Further discussion reassured 
everyone that the project was in capable hands and that no changes should be made. Miss Nagengast 
will be able to complete the project by the 2016 Annual Conference.  
 
Motion: Mr. Anderson moved that Historical Committee request funding to complete the project – not 
to exceed $5000 – to complete the transcriptions of approximately 65 LR. Dr. Khalil seconded the 
motion.  
 
Action Item: Mrs. Sigman forwarded the request for funding to PEC’s Fiscal Planning Subcommittee for 
funding. 
 
Information item: Include in the report to PEC that Historical Committee has an efficient, experienced 
and capable volunteer who is already working on the project and that they are very satisfied with the 
current situation. Furthermore, the volunteer’s services are available to complete the project in a most 
timely fashion. 
 
Discussion took place regarding who should be interviewed next for the Leadership Recall project. Only 
two Presidential Members have not been interviewed at this time.  
 
The question was raised if others besides Presidential Members could be considered for interview. Dr. 
Haberl mentioned the name of Zulfi Cumali as a potential candidate due to his extensive work with 
technical committees.  
 
Motion: Mr. Anderson moved and Mr. Flaniken seconded the motion to interview Presidential Member 
Tom Phoenix and Zulfi Cumali.  Ms. Immekus volunteered to interview Mr. Phoenix. Dr. Haberl was 
assigned to interview Mr. Cumali. 
 
Further discussion addressed whether the interview of Mr. Phoenix should be postponed to allow more 
time to elapse after the end of his presidency. Mr. Vallort stated that Tom Watson should be 
interviewed in St. Louis, not Tom Phoenix. Mr. Vallort volunteered to conduct the interview. 
 
Dr. Haberl mentioned Mr. George Walton as a potential candidate for a Leadership Recall interview 
 
Mr. Nagengast suggested that perhaps Mr. Mike Kearney might have copies of the Leadership Recall 
interviews that he performed in the early 1990s.  
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Mr. Nagengast also suggested that a transcription should be made at the time that the videotaping takes 
place. 
 
Action Item:  Mr. Westhoff and Mr. Nagengast are asked to submit a paragraph to Technical Activities 
Committee (TAC) for TCs requesting the names of potential interviewees for Leadership Recall. 
 
RVC Guidelines Subcommittee Report: 
Chair: Mr. Sherman Sweeney 
 
The RVC Guidelines continue to be developed. After brief discussion, Mr. Vallort requested that the 
committee provide further recommendations to assist in a final document that will be useful to RVCs, 
and others.  
 
State of the Society: Attachment, Ex-O Report to Committees  
At this time, Mr. McQuade provided his report on the state of the Society. 
 
125th Anniversary subcommittee Report: Attachment 3 
Chair: Mr. Bern Nagengast 
 
Mr. Nagengast discussed his report. He will undertake a work tentatively named “Pioneers of HVAC&R.” 
This work would be person-oriented and would highlight the contributions of individuals. Resources for 
this work would mainly use the existing ASHRAE data base which includes ASHRAE Hall of Fame, 
Pioneers of the Industry, Leadership Recall and the Heat & Cold book, as well as any other important 
persons not present in these existing resources. No author has yet been named. 
 
Another project is to arrange for authors and articles to be published in the ASHRAE Journal. The goal is 
to have at least six historical articles. Mr. Schrecengost will help to coordinate the project. Dr. Haberl 
and Mr. Cumali may be called on to write an article. Mr. Anderson and perhaps Mr. Nagengast will write 
a paper on Thomas Moore. Mr.  Clark volunteered to write a paper also. He stated that he was involved 
in almost every theater construction in his hometown during the early years of his career.  
 
Dr. Khalil will provide a historical article on refrigeration in Egypt – perhaps ventilation in the Pharaoh’s 
tombs or the use of ice in ancient Egypt. Dr. Todorovic will also provide an article. Mr. Andy Pearson 
who writes the Refrigeration Applications articles that appear in the Journal monthly, was named as an 
author who might be able to write a dedicated article on refrigeration history.  
 
It was strongly stressed that the committee should liaise with Conferences and Expositions (CEC). Mr. 
Schrecengost offered to take on this task. 
 
Another suggestion was to develop a pictorial calendar for 2019 and 2020, similar to what CIBSE has 
done. Ms. Immekus offered to help with the project. Dr. Arnold offered to send a copy of CIBSE’s 
calendar for inspiration. 
 
Historical Committee recommends that PEC refer to Tech Council a request to update the 100 most 
important Transactions Papers. This list was published for the ASHRAE Centennial in Proclaiming the 
Truth. Mr. Comstock plans to update the book and has suggested the important papers section be 
updated by adding papers for each year after 1995.  
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Mr. Anderson recommended that he and Mr. Nagengast develop and submit a program during the 
anniversary year for a television show such as Innovation Nation which is shown on PBS. 
 
Another important topic for the 125th is Women in Engineering. Currently, there are two women in the 
ASHRAE Hall of Fame. The question was asked if Lynn Bellenger’s husband be willing to provide a history 
of his late wife. Mr. Vallort volunteered to contact Mr. Bellenger. Mr. Vallort and Ms. Immekus will 
discuss details at a later date.  
 
Another very accomplished woman engineer is Maureen Grasso. Also mentioned was Helen Innis who 
was the first woman engineer member of the American Society of Heating and Ventilating Engineers 
(ASHVE). 
 
Ms. Immekus stated that there were 150 seats for the Women in ASHRAE breakfast which she would be 
attending. She volunteered to be the liaison from Historical Committee.  
 
Discussion on increasing the number of voting members on Historical Committee: 
 
Mr. Vallort stated that there has been discussion regarding the increase of voting members on Historical 
Committee from seven to nine. Mr. McQuade has discussed the possibility.  
 
Motion: Mr. Anderson moved that size of the Historical Committee be increased to nine voting 
members from seven. The goal is to assure that at least 1/3 of voting members have region or chapter 
experience to capture some expertise providing continuity as people roll off.  Dr. Khalil seconded the 
motion. 
 
Discussion ensued and Mr. Vallort went around the table and visitors asking for each person’s opinion.  
 
Mr. Clark stated a concern that while there may be enough people willing to make the time and financial 
commitment today, the next generation may not be able to make that commitment.  
 
Mr. Grange asked who the new members will be; how would the decision be made?  
 
??Mr. Schrecengost said that RVCs would talk to chapters regarding money.  
 
An immediate way to justify additional voting members would be to have lots of tasks for 
subcommittees. The committee could ask for a second vice chair to be named. It will be necessary to 
plan how sitting members will be staggered during the transition. 
 
Mr. McQuade mentioned that the MOP will need to be changed.  
 
Ms. Immekus, Mr. Potter and Dr. Khalill and Mr. Menzies all stated their agreement to the need to 
expand.  
 
Mr. Nagengast gave brief history of the committee. Initially, there were five voting members. That was 
increased to twelve to assist with the centennial. After the centennial, the numbers were cut back to 
five; and at some point the number was increased to the current seven voting members. He will not 
object to the increase but does not see the need for it. He offered to yield his seat as a voting member 
to be named as a consultant. He mentioned that extra consultants can be added.  
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Dr. Todorovic and Ms. Smith had no comment 
 
Dr. Haberl requested that meeting be shared via Go To Meeting or some other web/conference sharing 
software. 
 
Mr. Vallort stated his strong belief that if potential members say they will only be on a committee if they 
get their travel paid, he doesn’t want them. He agreed that it could be a good idea to ask the chapter for 
some funds. He didn’t think naming a second Vice-Chair was valid. The Chair is the time keeper. The 
subcommittees do the work. No members chairing subcommittees are overworked except for one 
subcommittee. Increasing the size of the committee is a slippery slope.  
 
Mr. Anderson stated that remote meetings are possible, but not always effective. Meetings should be 
run efficiently.  
 
Mr. McQuade stated that a lot of members rolling off at one time created a structural issue. He 
suggested making the consultant a voting member. 
 
Mr. Vallort said that if Mr. Nagengast is named as a consultant again, that provides another spot for a 
voting member, at least until the 125th. 
 
The Committee did not vote to increase the voting membership. 
 
Mr. Menzies mentioned that some chapter banners displayed at CRCs include the old logo. He would 
like to educate chapters why they should arrange to get a banner with the new logo. The suggestion was 
made to develop an article about the evolution of the logo for the 125th anniversary.. 
 
Mr. Anderson moved and Dr. Khalil seconded that the meeting be adjourned at 11: 36 AM. 
 
 



Archive Documents Sub-Committee Report to History Committee at Orlando 
Winter Meeting January, 2016 

 

January 20, 2016 1 
 

This is to help the Chapter Historian focus on the types of chapter documents to maintain in his 

Chapter’s Historical Archive. 

First and Foremost copies of Minutes of Meetings (MOMS) leading up to the formation, application to 

ASHRAE to recognize the chapter and creation of the Chapter by ASHRAE, e.g., copies of the meeting 

minutes with attendees and discussions about formation OF THE Chapter. Generally the Chapter is 

fostered or spun off from a parent or initiating Chapter of ASHRAE.  Copies of their meeting minutes 

and photographs with everyone properly identified as to date, time, place and persons in the photo.  

Receipt of the Chapter Charter, creation of Chapter By-Laws and Constitution.  Get everyone that voted 

for it to sign and date and if possible get individual and group photos of the all of the Chapter Members 

Attendees including new Chapter Officers, Board of Governors, Committee Chairs, Regional and 

Society personnel in attendance. 

Decide on what you want to call your monthly Chapter Newsletter, names that have symbolic 

significance or meaning to the area that the Chapter is located within are usually selected. Then a 

Chapter Masthead and a Chapter Logo can be created from an Area Skyline Photo, Something can be 

drawn up that relates to the Chapter Name, or area, etc.  

Proper setup and previous agreement of what is to be published in the Chapter Newsletter can help to 

make the Chapter Historian’s life a lot easier particularly since most newsletters are no longer printed 

commercially and mailed out to the Chapter members, Regional DRC & RVCs. Obviously the 

Newsletter. The Chapter President should have a Photo and a message that he creates to 

communicate to the Chapter at Large Members.   The Minutes of the Meeting (MOMs) can be put in 

the Newsletter, additionally all of the Chapter Officers, Board of Governors and Committee Chairs can 

be listed with their name, phone and Email address. Ask the Chapter Committee Chairs to publish a 

short narrative about what they plan to do for the year and then progress reports along the way as to 

their accomplishments as well as PAOE points reporting. Some Chapters publish the Treasury Annual 

Budget and Spending Report in the Chapter Newsletter, (some do not). 

All documents that the Chapter Historian creates in the performance of his duties 

1. Chapter History,  

2. Chapter Timeline,  

3. Chapter Photos, dated, event name and people identified, 

4. Chapter Newsletters,  

5. Chapter Historian MBOs and PAOE Points Reports,  

6. Histories of Relevant Chapter Events, People, Companies, Systems or Buildings,  

7. Honors and Awards, Chapter Officers, Board of Governors and Committee Chairs,  

8. Golden Gavel or PAOE Points Report for CRC, 

9. Chapter annual CRC Report to Region, 

10. Regional Chapter History Displays, 

11.  etc……. 
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Shaping Tomorrow's 
Built Environment Today 

1791 Tullie Circle NE• Atlanta , Georgia 30329 • Tel 678.539.1100 • Fax 678.539.2100 • http://www.ashrae.org 

Jeff H. Littleton jlittleton@ashrae.org 
Executive Vice President 

February 3, 2016 

Dr. Faye C. McQuiston 
823 S. Range Rd., Apt. 106 
Stillwater, OK 74074-1935 

SUBJECT: 2016 LOU FLAGG HISTORICAL AW ARD 

Dear Dr. McQuiston: 

I am pleased to inform you that based upon recommendation of the Historical Committee and approval of the Honors and Awards 
Committee and Members Council, you have been selected to receive the 2016 Lou Flagg Historical Award. The purpose of the 
award is to recognize a Chapter Gold Ribbon Award winner for compiling information on outstanding historical projects or persons 
related to the HVAC&R industry. You are being recognized for your work on "The Life and Times of William J. Collins, Jr. in 
ASHRAE." The award consists of a plaque, lapel pin, and transportation to the Society's Annual Conference. Your lapel pin is 
enclosed. 

Presentation will take place at the Society's Annual Conference in St. Louis, Missouri, during the Plenary Session on 
Saturday, June 25, 2016 at 3:15 p.m. You will receive additional information regarding the Plenary prior to the Annual 
Conference. 

Your transportation expenses to the meeting will be reimbursed in accordance with ASHRAE's Travel Reimbursement Policy 
provided you are not already being reimbursed by the Society. Enclosed is a Transportation Voucher form that may be used for this 
purpose. 

Since your transportation to the Annual Conference is being reimbursed, the IRS requires that you submit a completed 
W-9 - Request for Taxpayer Identification Number and Certification. Your completed W-9 will be retained by the ASHRAE 
Accounting Department and is required before reimbursement of your transportation can be authorized. 

Please complete and return the enclosed W-9 and Reply Form no later than March 11, 2016. Some award winners would like 
their employers to be advised of their selection. The enclosed Employer Notification is provided to you for delivery to your 
employer. 

Hotel information for the Annual Conference will be available via ASHRAE Insights and on the website (http://www.ashrae.org) in 
March. 

Please accept my personal congratulations. I look forward to seeing you in St. Louis. 

Enclosures 

cc: John B. Semtner, President, Central Oklahoma Chapter 
William K. Klock, Director and Regional Chairman, Region VIII 
Ronald P. Vallort, Chair, Historical Committee 
Emily Sigman, Liaison, Historical Committee 
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Report to ASHRAE Historical Committee            January 2016 

Communications Subcommittee 

From  Bernard Nagengast 

Request to TC‘s for input on 125th anniversary 

Eleven Technical Committees have responded to the request for topics/advances that might be 

covered in publications issued for the 125th. Anniversary: 

Updated Topic list for articles/papers (as of 01/18/2016) 

These topics are more suitable for articles and papers than a stand-alone publication due to the 

appeal to a more limited audience. 

- Origins of building energy simulations 

- Development of steam and electric motor drivers as the precursor to HVAC&R 

technology development 

- Development of ROT, SWAG and WAG in the Engineering Fields 

- History of frozen foods 

- Development of service water heating 

- Open standard protocols, specifically BACnet, that allow building systems to interact 

with one another through integration. 

- Combined heat and power systems 

- Production and installation of affordable residential air conditioners 

- Production and distribution of consensus-based standards that improve the indoor air 

quality and energy efficiency 

- Development of Unit Ventilators in the early 20th Century 

- Development of VAV systems complete with variable speed air handlers, fan powered 

terminals and digital controls.  

- Improved curtain walls, glass and mullions 

- Development of underfloor air delivery systems 

- Workplace more efficient by creating comfort 

- ASHRAE publications 

 

Leadership Recall Transcriptions Status Report 

 

33 Transcriptions have been completed and posted on the ASHRAE website 
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Communications Subcommittee Report          January 2016   p. 2 

 

 

An Excel spreadsheet is attached with additional information. 

 

The most recent eleven transcriptions were completed by Therese Nagengast who submitted 

an invoice to Emily Sigman for 36 hours of time in amount of $ 576.00      

 The average cost per transcription was $ 52.00 

 

There are currently about 65 interviews left to be transcribed.  If authorized to continue, 

Therese expects to complete these by the end of this fiscal year (June 30, 2016).  The estimated 

cost is $3500. 

 



ASHRAE Update 

ExO Report to Committees



Presidential Ad Hoc: 
Impact of Centralized 

Training on CRCs

• Charge: consider effect of centralized training on 
attendance at Chapters Regional Conferences 
(CRCs)

• Gathered data and statistics related to 
attendance at CRCs and Centralized Trainings

• Surveyed past Membership Promotion and 
Research Promotion Committee chairs to get 
feedback on experiences

• To present findings at 2016 Winter Conference



Presidential Ad Hoc: 
Chapter Volunteerism and 

Engagement

• Developing an easily replicated plan to mobilize, 
engage and inspire chapter volunteers to bring the 
message of ASHRAE’s mission to the broader 
community

• Identified three broad areas for further investigation 
(titles are preliminary and descriptive only)

– Mentoring/Rewards

– Facilitating Chapter Participation/Volunteering

– ASHRAE Message to Broader Community

• To provide final report at 2016 Annual Conference



Presidential Ad Hoc: 
Building Performance 

Alliance
• Charge: develop a strategy to create training and 

tools that will enable building operations staff to 
meet or exceed a building’s design performance 
potential

• Held a workshop in Washington, D.C.,  with 11 
organizations represented 

• Good feedback provided on key questions

• Final committee report expected at 2016 Annual 
Conference



New Tools



90.1 ECB, 90.1 Energy Cost 
Budget (ECB) app

• A tool for modeling compliance with ASHRAE/IES 
Standard 90.1-2010

– Automates calculations needed to show a building 
project’s compliance with Standard 90.1-2010 using 
the Energy Cost Budget (ECB) Method 

– Input project parameters and then calculate 
proposed design’s projected performance and 
compliance—no need to build your own spreadsheet.

– Output results in Microsoft® Excel® for clients and 
project records

– Learn more at 901ecb.ashrae.org



Updated TC Websites

• Goal: to simplify editing process 
of technical committee websites

• All sites that chose to migrate are 
now live; ahead of previous goal 
of 2016 Annual Conference

• Very positive response

• Demo available at 
www.ashrae.org/TCWebsiteDemo



Collaborative Software and 
Handbook

• Launching document collaboration software 
for Handbook chapters

• Allows several authors to work on a 
document together

• Eliminates members having to email large 
files

• Good record of changes

• Available spring 2016



Legionella –
Standard 188

• Establishes minimum legionellosis risk 
management requirements for building 
water systems

• Less than two months after publication,  
portions adopted in New York City 
following an outbreak that left at least 
12 confirmed dead and more than 120 
cases of infection 



IAQA Update

• Discovering more opportunities for ASHRAE/IAQA 
collaboration: IAQ 2016, IAQ Position Document

• Full complement of staff on board

• Implemented reciprocal membership discounts

• Current focus is on growth of IAQA through 
implementation of the new Strategic Plan which 
centers around Education & Training, Regulatory & 
Industry Affairs, and Member Engagement 

Education & 

Training

Regulatory &

Industry Affairs

Member

Engagement

 IAQA University

 Training Courses

 Webinars

 Regulatory Affairs

 Industry News

 Annual Meeting

 Chapters

 Technical Committees



Make Plans to Attend!

• March 14-16: 6th International Conference on Energy Research and 
Development, State of Kuwait

• April 21: ASHRAE Webcast, Making Net Zero Positive: Solving the 
Efficiency and Cost Paradox

• Jun 25-29: 2016 Annual Conference, St. Louis, Missouri

• Aug. 10-12: ASHRAE/IBPSA-USA SimBuild 2016: Building Performance 
Modeling Conference

• Sept. 12-14: IAQ 2016 Defining Indoor Air Quality: Policy, Standards 
and Best Practices, Alexandria, Virginia, co-organized by Air Infiltration 
and Ventilation Centre (AIVC)

• Sept. 22-23: 2nd International Conference Efficient Building Design: 
Materials and HVAC Equipment Technologies, Beirut, Lebanon

• Sept. 27–29: AHR Expo Mexico, Monterrey, Mexico



January 18, 2016 

 

Report to ASHRAE Historical Committee 

 

From:  125th Anniversary Sub-Committee 

 
Official Subcommittee Membership:                    Unofficial interested individuals to be kept in the loop: 

Bern Nagengast, Chair                                             David Arnold 

Kent Anderson                                                           Bruce Flaniken 

Jeff Haberl                                                                  Alex Weiss 

Pam Immekus 

Branco Torodovich 

Ron Vallort                                                                 copy to Emily Sigman, Steve Comstock   

 

The subcommittee requests that the full Historical Committee discuss the following list for 

modification if desired and adoption as an action plan by the committee. 

Suggested Project List for Historical Committee  (as of January 18, 2016) 

 

1 Produce quality industry selective history related publications  (hard or soft cover and/or electronic 

version)   

Possibilities identified so far: 

“How HVAC&R has improved the quality of life worldwide”  This would be written to appeal to a general 

audience thus promoting the importance of engineering and ASHRAE as a benefit to humanity.   Ron 

Vallort has volunteered as author. 

“History of development of air conditioning systems 1920-2020”  Focus would be both equipment and 

materials, written and illustrated to appeal to engineers as well as a wider audience.  David Arnold has 

volunteered as author with other co-authors possible. 

“Evolution of components and design build practices after 1900”  This would cover the development of 

factory engineering and construction practices from the inventors/innovators design build to the 

application manufacturing to application engineering to engineering consultants and then mechanical 

contractors.  Bruce Flaniken has said he might author this. 

“Pioneers of HVAC&R”    This work would be person oriented and would highlight the contributions of 

individuals.  Resources for this work would mainly use our existing data base which includes ASHRAE Hall 

of Fame, Pioneers of the Industry, Leadership Recall and the Heat & Cold book, and any other important 

persons not present in these existing resources.  No author yet. 

2 Update the 100 most important Transactions Papers.  This list was published for the ASHRAE Centennial 

in Proclaiming the Truth.  Steve Comstock plans to update the book and has suggested the important 

papers section be updated by adding papers for each year after 1995.  This project would be suggested to 

Technology Council 

3 Publish at least 6 historical articles in the ASHRAE Journal.  Previously the Journal published 12 articles 

for the centennial and later did a 12 article series titled 100 Years of Air Conditioning.  This project would 

address the suggestions we are receiving for coverage of very specific industry advances.  These 

suggestions usually come from strong advocates which could be tapped to write articles.  The topics and 

authors would be solicited through the Technical Committees, Regional and Chapter Historians.  We 
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should be able to easily get 6 authors and possibly many more.  Consideration could be given to binding 

these articles into a stand-alone publication as was done with the 100 Years of Air Conditioning series. 

We already have a number of topics identified by the sub-committee members as well as TC members 

(see list below) 

4 Sponsor a technical paper session for the winter 2020 meeting.  Solicit 4 or more papers to be presented 

in a technical session or sessions (not as a conference paper, which are not printed in ASHRAE 

Transactions)   The advocacy and resource comments above in #3 also apply to this project. 

5 Develop a pictorial calendar for 2019 and 2020.  This would be similar to the historical calendars 

produced annually by CIBSE.  These calendars could be sold by ASHRAE to members and companies. 

 

Additional Project by Staff: ASHRAE Society History 

“Proclaiming the Truth” book will be updated to cover the 25 year period after the Centennial.  This will not be a 

Historical Committee project.  Steve Comstock has said ASHRAE staff will do the update. 

 

Possible sources for items 3 and 4 above: 

 

Eleven Technical Committees have responded to the request for topics/advances that might be covered in 

publications issued for the 125
th

. Anniversary: 

Updated Topic list for articles/papers (as of 01/18/2016) 

These topics are more suitable for articles and papers than a stand-alone publication due to the appeal to a more 

limited audience. 

- Origins of building energy simulations 

- Development of steam and electric motor drivers as the precursor to HVAC&R technology development 

- Development of ROT, SWAG and WAG in the Engineering Fields 

- History of frozen foods 

- Development of service water heating 

- Open standard protocols, specifically BACnet, that allow building systems to interact with one another 

through integration. 

- Combined heat and power systems 

- Production and installation of affordable residential air conditioners 

- Production and distribution of consensus-based standards that improve the indoor air quality and energy 

efficiency 

- Development of Unit Ventilators in the early 20
th

 Century 

- Development of VAV systems complete with variable speed air handlers, fan powered terminals and 

digital controls.  

- Improved curtain walls, glass and mullions 

- Development of underfloor air delivery systems 

- Workplace more efficient by creating comfort 

- ASHRAE publications 

 

 

 

Submitted by: 

Bernard Nagengast 

Chair 
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